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1972-1992: Twenty Years of Gay 
and Lesbian Jewish Community 
1992 marks several anniversaries. It is the 500th 

year since the expulsion of the Jews and Moors from 
Spain, which was followed shortly thereafter by the 
ari"ival of Columbus in the Caribbean. In addition, 1992 
marks twenty years of organized Gay and Lesbian 
Jewish community, which began that year with the 
founding of the Jewish Gay Group (now the Jewish 
Gay and Lesbian Group) in London and Beth Chayim 
Chadashim in Los Angeles. Since that time, Lesbian, 
Gay, and Bisexual Jews 
have experienced many 
successes and overcome 
many obstacles to build 
the thriving communities 
we enjoy today, most of 
which are linked as mem­
bers of the World Congress 
of Gay and Lesbian Jewish 
Organizations, founded in 
San Francisco in 1980. 

----6'1>--•~af follows IS a Drier, 
summary chronology of 
Lesbian and Gay Jewish 
life over the past twenty 
years, in celebration of our 
history and with pride in 
our future! 

1974 Etz Chaim founded in Miami. Union of Amer­
ican Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) gives charter to 
Beth Chayim Chadashim. Western Australia Royal 
Commission on Homosexuality told consenting adult 
sexual acts are permissible by Perth Liberal rabbi; 
opposed by orthodox. Encyclopedia Judaica Yearbook 
prints anti-Gay article by Rabbi Norman Lamm. Minne­
sota State Senator Allan Spear comes out. 

1972 Beth Chayim Cha­
dashim, Jewish Gay Group 

Tashllch at Golden Gate with Sha'ar Zahav. 

1975 Bet Mishpachah 
founded in Washington (as 
MCT-Mishpucheh). Beth 
Ahavah founded in Phila­
delphia. Naches (nowYakh­
dav) founded in Montreal. 
Agudah L'Shmirat Zchuyot 
Haprat [Society for the 
Protection of Personal 
Rights] founded in Tel Aviv 
(as lrgun Homosexualim 
Ba'eretz Hakodesh [Organ­
ization of Gays in the Holy 
Land]). Gay activist Mark 
Segal elected to Executive 
Committee of Jewish Com­
munity Relations Council 
of Greater Philadelphia. 
USA national Gay journal 
The Advocate carr;es 
major article on Gay and 

(now Jewish Gay and Lesbian Group), founded in Los 
Angeles and in London, respectively. 

1973 Beth Simchat Torah founded in New York. 
Beth Chayim Chadashim dedicates Holocaust Torah 
scroll; over 400 attend, including city officials and 
Jewish leaders. Reform responsa call homosexuality 
"a grave sin;' reject Gay synagogues. 

Lesbian synagogues. UAHC backs Lesbian and Gay 
civil rights. Gay and Lesbian Jews participate in Third 
Gay Academic Union conference at Columbia Univer­
sity. First national Gay and Lesbian Jewish meeting in 
USA takes place in New York in response to UN resolu­
tion branding Zionism a form of racism. 

(continued on page 2) 
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1976 First International Conference of Gay Jews meets in drive at "Disco Syphilis:• Bent, play about Gays in the 
Washington in February, with attendees from Canada, UK, Holocaust, opens on Broadway. 
and USA. Or Chadash founded in Chicago. Central Con- 1980 World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organ-
ference of American Rabbis (CCAR) tables resolution on izations founded (August 31) at Fifth International Con-
Gay rights. ference of Gay and Lesbian Jews in San Francisco, which 
1977 Second International Conference of Gay Jews at- attracts over 200 participants from Canada, France, Israel, 
tracts 200 participants to New York from 11 US states, UK, and USA. Blank plaque demanded of JNF pending 
Bermuda, Canada, and Israel; Jewish National Fund (JNF) installation of properly inscribed plaque at Lahav wood-
tree project begun. Sha'ar Zahav founded in San Francisco. land. Sjalhomo founded in Amsterdam, Tikvah Chadashah 
CCAR passes Gay rights resolution. Harvey Milk elected founded in Seattle. Etz Chaim becomes second World 
San Francisco City Supervisor. Congress member in UAHC. Bet Mishpachah dedicates 

World Congress Executive Director Barrett Brick places 
flowers at Gay memorial at Mauthausen. 

1978 Third International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews meets in Los Angeles, adding word "Lesbian" to 
name. Etz Chaim moves to 19094 West Dixie Highway. 
Over 140 Los Angeles area Jewish leaders, including 65 
rabbis, publish ad in Los Angeles media calling for defeat 
of anti-Gay Briggs Initiative. Harvey Milk assassinated. 

1979 Fourth International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews held in Tel Aviv; 100 people from 10 countries attend. 
First Israeli Lesbian and Gay Rights demonstration held in 
Tel Aviv in conjunction with conference. After receiving 
money for woodland of 3000 trees from International 
Conference's tree project, JNF refuses to inscribe plaque 
naming donor because of words "Gay and Lesbian:• Aleph, 
Israeli Lesbian/Feminist group, founded. First March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights held on Simchat 
Torah; many Gay and Lesbian Jewish groups refuse to 
endorse. Israeli Ministry of Health aids Agudah blood test 

Czech Holocaust Torah scroll. New York State Attorney 
General Robert Abrams addresses Beth Simchat Torah on 
synagogue's 7th anniversary. American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) passes Lesbian and Gay rights resolution. CCAR 
names Rabbi Allen Bennett to Task Force on Sexual 
Behavior, first openly Gay rabbi on any CCAR committee. 
Gay religious leaders meet at Old Executive Office Building 
with President Carter's Special Assistant for Religious 
Liaison; Bet Mishpachah represents Gay and Lesbian 
Jewish community. 

1981 Sixth International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews attracts 250 participants to Philadelphia. Beth Simchat 
Torah publishes B'chol L 'vavcha, English-degenderized 
siddur. 

1982 Seventh International Conference of Gay and Les­
bian Jews attended by 200 in Los Angeles. World Congress 
Digest first published. Sjalhomo aids in Homomonument 
planning. Lesbian Jewish anthology Nice Jewish Girls 
published. Sha'ar Zahav becomes third World Congress 
group in UAHC. 350 attend Beth Simchat Torah symposium 

Second International Conference, New York, 1977. 

on diseases affecting Gays, including recently identified 
immunodeficiency disease. Hundreds of Lesbians attend 
second Jewish Feminist Conference in San Francicso. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Christopher Street Liberation Day, 1982. 

Quebec Human Rights Commission rules YM-YWHA 
unfairly excluded Naches in 1977. Jewish Gay Group 
instrumental in publication of Jewish & Homosexual 
in London. Chutzpah (now Keshet Shalom) founded in 
Toronto, Mishpachat Am founded in Phoenix. Ahavat 
Shalom, first Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual synagogue, 
founded in San Francisco. UAHC publishes homophobic 
Torah commentary; Etz Chaim leads challenge. Sha'ar 
Zahav co-hosts dialog with Bureau of Jewish Education 
and Jewish Family and Children's Services. 

1983 Eighth International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews held in Miami. World Congress Board of Directors 
names Aaron Cooper first Executive Director; World Con­
ress now 20 embers in 6 countr.ies~Sha'ar_ Zahav 

acquires home at Danvers and Caselli. Chevrei Tikva 
founded in Cleveland. First European Gay and Lesbian 
Jewish conference held. Bent produced in Israel; Agudah 
prints information, petitions against sodomy law, sends 
"Homosexuality in Israel" to MKs, universities, police, Army 
authorities. Judaism, AJC quarterly, publishes symposium 
on Homosexuality and Judaism in Fall issue. Bet Mish­
pachah leads Havdala service at start of National AIDS 
Candlelight.Vigil across from White House. 

1984 Lesbian and Gay Interfaith Alliance adds "active 
combatting of anti-Semitism" to statement of purpose on 
urging of World Congress. Yachad founded in Johannes­
burg. Or Chadash becomes fourth World Congress 
member in UAHC. First Northeast Regional Conference of 
Gay and Lesbian Jews held at Appel Farm, NJ. MKs from 
Ratz and Shinui address Agudah. Memorial plaque for Gay 
Holocaust victims placed at Mauthausen. 

1985 Ninth International Con­
ference of Gay and Lesbian Jews 
welcomed to Washington by 
Mayor Marion Barry, keynoted 
by Congressman Barney Frank. 
Jewish Lesbian Daughters of 
Holocaust Survivors founded. 
UAHC adopts AIDS resolution 
submitted by Sha'ar Zahav, 
revises homophobic Torah 
commentary. Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College adopts non­
discrimination policy toward 
Gays and Lesbians. B'nai B'rith 
Anti-Defamation League, 66 
Jewishieaders oppose anti-Gay-­
resolution in Houston. Memorial 
plaque for Gay Holocaust victims 
placed in Neuengamme. 

1986 National Jewish Al DS 
Project founded, raises $18,000 
at Washington fundraiser. First 
Ameinu conference, for Lesbian 
and Gay rabbis, cantors, educa­

tors, social workers, and administrators. Israel participates 
in Gay Games II. Beyt G'vurah discusses needs of Lesbian 
and Gay Jews with Minneapolis Jewish Federation. 
American Jewish Committee National Board of Governors 
backs Lesbian and Gay civil rights. Stephen Wise Free 

Amsterdam Mayor Ed van Thl/n 
we/coming 10th International Conference, 1987. 

Synagogue in New York hosts "Lesbian and Gay Jews in 
the Jewish Community" symposium. Second Northeast, 
first Midwest, first Western regional conferences held. 
World Congress Board, in Boston meeting, criticizes 
Hardwick decision, Waldheim election. 

(continued on page 4) 
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March on Washington, 1987. 

1987 Tenth International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews held in Amsterdam, first in Europe. Barrett Brick is 
named second Executive Director of World Congress, 
names two Development Directors: Erwin Brugmans (East) 
and Denise Fetonte (West). World Congress participates in 
US Holocaust Memorial Council international conference 
on non-Jewish victims of the Holocaust. World Congress 
publishes and distributes educational brochure on Lesbian 
and Gay Jews. UAHC resolution backs Gay and Lesbian 
inclusion. Beth Simchat Torah hosts anti-sexism shab­
baton. Sha'ar Zahav publishes Out of Our Kitchen Closets. 
World Congress participates in March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights, and also Soviet Jewry 
Solidarity March. 2nd Ameinu conference held. Rabbinical 
Assembly calls for end to AIDS-related discrimination. 

State Senator Allan Spear is Introduced at 
11th International Conference, Chicago, 1989. 

Council of Jewish Federations annual General Assembly 
addresses AIDS for first time. Homomonument unveiled in 
Amsterdam. 

1988 Israel repeals its sodomy law. World Congress leads 
global protests against UK's anti-Gay Clause 28; Jews 
Against the Clause forms. 1st European/Israeli regional 
conference held in London. World Congress establishes 
research fund for Gay/Lesbian Jewish history and textual 
research; co-sponsors 1st International Conference on 
Anti-Homophobia Education, with participants from Israel, 
UK, USA. 

1989 11th International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews draws 300 to Chicago, keynoted by State Senator 
Allan Spear. World Congress announces its intent to seek 
UN affiliation, joins International Lesbian and Gay Associa­
tion (ILGA). Atlanta's Bet Haverim becomes first World 
Congress member in Federation of Reconstructionist 
Congregations and Havurot (FRCH). Lesbian and Gay 

(continued on page 5) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
'92-'93 

1992 
July 31-Aug. 2 

Phoenix 
2nd Southwest Regional Conference of 
Gay and Lesbian Jews 

August 21-23 
Provincetown 

5th Northeast Regional Conference of Gay 
and Lesbian Jews 

1993 
April 29-30 

London 
World Congress Board of Directors Meeting 

April 30-May 3 
London 

13th International Conference of Gay and 
Lesbian Jews 
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Jewish anthology Twice Blessed published. World Congress 
meets with B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League over exclu­
sion of Gays from ''A World of Difference" prejudice 
reduction program; inclusion left up to individual cities. 3rd 
Ameinu conference held. Elie Wiesel honored by Human 
Rights Campaign Fund in New York, condemns homo­
phobia. MKs address Tel Aviv Lesbians and Gays. Gary 
Piccola, Harvey Robbins first World Congress Board 
members to die of complications resulting from AIDS. 

1990 World Congress grows to 32 members in six coun­
tries; Board meets in Toronto in conjunction with one of 
the largest regional conferences. Belinda Ganon becomes 
first European president of World Congress. CCAR agrees 
to ordain rabbis "regardless of their sexual orientation:' 

Third European/Israeli Confe19nce of Gay and 
Lesbian Jews, Paris, 1992. 

Rabbinical Assembly backs Lesbian and Gay equality. Tel 
Aviv judge bars anti-Gay discrimination in business. World 
Congress Executive Director arrested at Immigration & 
Naturalization Service-tleadquarters- irqlrotest of -USA's 
immigration ban on Gays and PWAs. Dancing on Tisha 
b:Av, collection of Gay and Jewish short stories is pub­
lished. NAMES Project AIDS Quilt tours Israel, World 
Congress raises funds. 1st Southwest regional conference 
held in Dallas during Hanukah. Equal Rights bill to ban 
anti-Gay workplace discrimination introduced in Knesset. 

1991 12th International Conference of Gay and Lesbian 
Jews attracts 500 to San Francisco, keynoted by Paulette 
Goodman, National President of Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays. World Congress grows to 40 members 
in nine countries on five continents: Va'ad L:milchama 
b'AIDS weathers SCUD damage in Gulf War; Gay and 
Lesbian Jews are prominent in pro- and anti-Desert Storm 
organizations. Jewish Community Council of Greater 
Washington admits Bet Mishpachah into membership. 
World Congress meets with US State Department Bureau 
of Human Rights staff, lobbies Amnesty International to 

NAMES Project Quilt In Israel, 1990. 

include Gays and Lesbians as prisoners of conscience, 
calls upon Health & Human Services Department to remove 
immigration ban on PWAs. Agudah announces plans for 
Israeli Lesbian and Gay Community Center. Chevrei Tikva 
becomes 6th World Congress member in UAHC. World 
Congress participates in International Gay and Lesbian 
Rights Symposium in St. Petersburg and Moscow; Gay 
Jewish group founded in Moscow. Bet Mishpachah pub­
lishes Shavat va-Yinafash, English and Hebrew degen­
derized siddur. Israeli newspaper Davar adds weekly 
Lesbian and Gay news supplement. UAHC backs World 
Congress against JNF in 12-year-long plaque dispute. 
Knesset passes Gay rights amendment to Equal Oppor­
tunities in the Workplace Law. 

1992 3rd European/Israeli regional conference draws 150 
to Paris, including several from eastern Europe. FRCH 
report backing full equality in Jewish life for Lesbian and 
Gays approved by Board. Rabbinical Assembly rejects Gay 
and l-esbian rabbis. Ade-backs World Congress-against 
JNF. Lambda Salaam/Shalom, Gay Jewish-Arab dia~og 
group, founded in Washington. 
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World Congress Member Organizations 
AGUDA L'SHMIRAT 
ZCHUYOT HAPRAT 
P.O. Box 37604 
6137S Tel Aviv 
Israel 
(3) 293-681 

AM CHOFSHI 
P.O. Box 5017 
Portland, ME 04101 
(207) 871-1014 

AM SEGULAH 
P.O. Box 271S22 
West Hartford, CT 06127 
(203) 676-924S 

AMTIKVA 
P.O. Box 11 
Cambridge, MA 02238 
(617) 926-2536 

BEIT HAVERIM 
BP375 
7SS26 Paris Cedex 11 
France 
(1) 4249-18S3 

BETHAVERIM 
P.O. Box 54947 
Atlanta, GA 30308 
(404) 642-3467 

BET MISHPACHAH 
P.O. Box 1410 
Washington, DC 20013 
(202) 833-1638 

BETHAHAVAH 
P.O. Box 7S66 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 
(21S) 923-2003 

BETH CHAYIM CHADASHIM 
6000 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 9003S 
(213) 931-7023 

BETH EL BINAH 
P.O. Box 64460 
Dallas, TX 7S206 
(214) 942-S921 

BETH SIMCHAT TORAH 
P.O. Box 1270 
New York, NY 10116 
(212) 929-9498 

BEYT G'VURAH 
P.O. Box 8503 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 824-4226 

B'NAI SHALOM 
c/o Jacobs 
642 So. 2d Street #1004 
Louisville, KY 40202 
(S02) S83-0S28 

CHEVRAYA 
1228 Bourbon Street #D 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
(504) S2S-8286 

CHEVREI TIKVA 
P.O. Box 18120 
Cleveland, OH 44118 
(216) 932-SSS1 

ETZCHAIM 
19094 West Dixie Highway 
N. Miami Beach, FL 33180 
(305) 931-9318 

GALEJ 
Box3SO 
10126 Stockholm 
Sweden 
(8) 736-0211 

HINEINU 
c/o LLGC 
67-69 Cowcross Street 
London EC1 
England UK 
(71) 706-3123 

JEWISH GAY & 
LESBIAN GROUP 
BM JGLG 
London WC1 N 3XX 
England UK 
(71) 224-9037 

JEWISH LESBIAN & 
GAY HELPLINE 
BM Jewish Helpline 
London WC1 N 3XX 
England UK 
(71) 706-3123 

JEWISH LESBIAN 
DAUGHTERS OF 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 
P.O. Box 7S 
Hadley, MA 0103S 
(608) 249-6671 

KEHILLAH 
P.O. Box 1S362 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada V6B SB1 
(604) 876-1914 

KESHET SHALOM 
Box 6103, Station A 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada MSW 1 PS 
(416) 92S-1408 

KOLSIMCHA 
P.O. Box 1444 
Laguna Beach, CA 92652 
(714) 361-8723 

LAMBDA CHAI 
NEW ORLEANS 
1401 St. Andrew #122 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
(S04) S66-1361 

MISHPACHAT AM 
P.O. Box 7731 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 
(602) 966-S001 

MISHPACHAT CHAVERIM 
c/o Emenitove 
9S9 South S1 Street 
Omaha, NE 68106 
(402) SS1-0S10 

NAYIM 
P.O. Box 18053 
Rochester, NY 14618 
(716) 473-64S9 

ORCHADASH 
6S6 W. Barry Avenue 
Chicago, IL 606S7 
(312) 248-94S6 

ST. LOUIS GAY & 
LESBIAN HAVURAH 
77 Maryland Plaza 
St. Louis MO 63108 
(314) 361-3919 

SHA'AR ZAHAV 
220 Danvers Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(41S) 861-6932 

SHALOM CHAVURAH 
c/o Kleinerman 
1617 Chevy Chase 
Brea, CA 92621 
(714) 529-4201 

SIM CHA 
P.O. Box 652 
Southfield, Ml 48037 
(313) 3S3-802S 

SJALHOMO 
P.O. Box 2S36 
1000 CM Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 

SPINOZA 
P.O. Box 6112 
Bloomington, IN 47407 
(812) 8SS-S688 

TIKVAH CHADASHAH 
P.O. Box 2731 
Seattle, WA 98111 
(206) 329-2S90 

TIKVAT SHALOM 
P.O. Box 6694 
Denver, CO 80206 
(303) 331-2706 

VA'AD L'MILCHAMA 
B'AIDS 
P.O. Box 33602 
61336 Tel Aviv 
Israel 
(3) S66-0380 

YA CHAD 
P.O. Box 3027 
San Diego, CA 92163 
(619) 492-8616 

YA CHAD 
P.O. Box 3114 
Johannesburg 2000 
South Africa 
(11) 609-S604 

YAKHDAV 
3617Mar'IOWe Avenue 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada H4A 3L8 
(S14) 487-0644 

YEHUDIM V'CHAVERIM 
P.O. Box 1288 
Darlinghurst, NSW 2010 
Australia 
(2) 361-4142 


