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World Congress Leads ILGA's 
Fight Against Fascism 

The World Congress' delegates to the 14th annual 
European Regional Conference of the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association (I LGA) took the lead in 
highlighting the rise of fascism, anti-Semitism, and 
homophobia in a newly unified Europe. 

Held in Brussels, capital of the European Com­
munity, in the last week of December 1992, on the eve 
of the entry into force of the "Europe 1992" program, 
the 149 Conference parti­
cipants from 24 countries 
considered the meaning of 
European unification to the 
tens of millions of Lesbians 
and Gay men who are 
hoping that there is also a 
full place for them. 

bilingual. In addition, the World Congress delegates 
succeeded in having adopted at the Conference 
plenary session resolutions condemning the rise of 
anti-Semitism, fascism, and homophobia, and encour­
aging ILGA member organizations to inform the World 
Congress of anti-Semitic acts in their own countries so 
that appropriate action may be taken. 

A month prior to the ILGA Conference, ILGA 
participated in the first of 
four Human Dimension 
Seminars sponsored by 
the Conference on Secur­
ity and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), held in 
Warsaw. ILGA Conference 
discussions also focused 
on the role of the CSCE, 
and other issues of impor­
tance to the Gay and 
Lesbian community. Ac­
tions were also staged 
concerning the situations 
of Lesbians and Gay men 
in Ireland and Romania. 

The unification of Ger­
many and the collapse of 
the Iron Curtain have been 
accompanied by a sharp 
rise in violent acts of fas­
cism, anti-Semitism, and 
homophobia, both in East­
ern and Western Europe. 
Accordingly, upon arriving 
at the ILGA Conference, 
members of Paris' Beit 
Haverim, who represented 
the World Congress at the 

Belt Haverlm, Paris 

There was also time at 
the Conference for social 
events, and the Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish delegates 
from Austria, France, the 

Conference, decided to lead a special workshop on 
this important issue and had it added to the Confer­
ence agenda. 

The workshop was attended by about 25 persons 
who provided details of the situation in each of their 
countries. In order to encourage full participation, the 
workshop was held in both French and English, the 
only Conference workshop which was completely 

Netherlands, and Poland were warmly received at a 
cocktail party held by World Congress member organ­
ization Shalhomo Belgique at the home of one of its 
members in Brussels. 

The 15th ILGA World Conference will be held 
July 11-17 in Barcelona, and the 15th ILGA European 
Regional Conference will be held December 27-31 
in London. 
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WORLD CONGRESS & ABA GET 
RESULTS AT STATE DEPARTMENT 

In the wake of input and criticism from the American Bar 
Association (ABA) and the World Congress, the US 
Department of State has increased its monitoring of the 
status of the rights of Lesbians and Gay men around 
the globe. 

The Department prepares annually a report to Congress 
on the protection and abuse of internationally-recognized 
human rights, on a country-by-country basis. Following 
the citation of Denmark for prohibiting discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation and for affording legal 
recognition to Gay partnerships in the Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices for 1990, the World Congress met 
with the Director of the Report Team, to discuss ways in 
which the annual document could be more inclusive and 
complete. Despite the encouraging nature of the discus­
sions, and despite submissions by the World Congress and 
other Gay organizations, the 1991 Country Reports, while 
expanding its coverage of the rights of Persons with AIDS, 
took no notice whatsoever of the status of the rights of 
Lesbians and Gay men. 

In response, the World Congress worked with the ABA 
to draft a four-page critique of the 1991 Country Reports, 
citing numerous instances across the globe in which the 
rights of Lesbians and Gay men were either protected or 

WORLD CONGRESS AIDS 
SOMALI REFUGEES, 

HURRICANE VICTIMS 
The World Congress has complete fundraising in two 

disaster relief projects: one for Somali refugees, the other 
for victims of Hurricane Andrew. 

Last summer, the World Congress was invited to join with 
thirteen other national and international Jewish organiza­
tions to create the Jewish Coalition for Somali Refugee 
Relief. Ads were taken out the The New York Times and 
in major Jewish newspapers across the United States 
announcing the Coaltion's formation and purpose: to build 
a refugee center capable of housing, feeding, and providing 
medical care for 20,000 refugees. The first ad appeared 
October 4, 1992. On January 31, 1993, the Coalition was 
able to close its office, having raised over $700,000 and 
having been approved for a $320,000 grant from the US 
State Department. Thank you to all who contributed. 

In addition, while over 200 people were enjoying the 5th 
Northeast Regional Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews 
last August in Provincetown, Hurricane Andrew was 
bearing down on southern Florida, devastating the homes 
of many members of Miami's Congregation Etz Chaim. 
The World Congress, as was done in a previous year for 
San Francisco's Sha'ar Zahav in the wake of the earth­
quake, immediately sent an appeal for disaster relief funds 
through its member organizations, which were sent directly 
to Etz Chaim. Again, grateful thanks to all who contributed. 

came under attack, yet which had been ignored by the 
State Department. The critique was submitted by the 
ABA's Governmental Affairs Office to the Assistant Secre­
tary of State for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs. 

The 1992 Country Reports has just been published, and 
it is a definite improvement over the previous year. The 
murder of Gay men in Brazil and Mexico is noted, as is 
Russia's denial of registration to a Moscow-based Gay and 
Lesbian rights group. The pendency of a New Zealand law 
to ban discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation is 
noted, and the Department continues to report on AIDS 
education efforts and the rights of Persons with AIDS. 
Nevertheless, there remains much need for improvement, 
particularly in the area of sodomy, which is only discussed 
as sexual abuse, and never in the context of sodomy laws 
as violating the right to privacy. In addition, closer relations 
between the State Department and Gay and Lesbian rights 
monitoring groups are needed. The World Congress and 
the ABA, as well as the International Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission, will continue to work toward 
these goals. 

WE REMEMBER .•. 
The World Congress mourns the death of David 

Lourea, on November 10, 1992 (14 Heshvan 5753), of 
AIDS complications. David represented San Fran­
cisco's Ahavat Shalom on the Board of the World 
Congress from 1987 to 1989, and was a prominent 
Bisexual activist and safer sex educator. 

Our hearts go out to David's family, friends, and 
loved ones. May his memory be for a blessing. 

JEWISH WAR VETS 
STAND ALONE ON 
MILITARY GAY BAN 

Though the Jewish community's leadership seems 
nearly united in support of efforts in the United States to 
lift the ban on Lesbians and Gay men serving in the 
military - following Israel's lead! - one Jewish group has 
spoken out in favor of retaining the ban. This group is the 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States. They claim that 
lengthy studies are needed to "gauge the effect of homo­
sexuals on military discipline, readiness, morale, recruit­
ment and retention'.' The World Congress pointed out to 
the JWV that Defense Department studies already exist 
demonstrating that the ban is unnecessary, and noting the 
Israeli experience (and that of most of NATO). The JWV 
simply reiterated its insistence on studies. 

To add your voice, particularly if you are a Jewish war 
veteran, write: Jewish War Veterans of the USA, 1811 R 
Street NW, Washington DC 20009. 
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AUSTRALIAN JEWS WELCOME WORLD CONGRESS 
Australia has proven itself to be a wonderful example of 

the rewards of following the maxim, "If at first you don't 
succeed, try, try again'.' While Gay and Lesbian Jewish 
groups existed in Sydney and Melbourne in the late 1970s, 
they dissolved in the early 1980s. Nevertheless, after steady 
outreach within Australia and World Congress support 
from without, there is once again a thriving Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish group in Sydney and a growing community 
in Melbourne. In addition, in each case, the wider Jewish 
community is increasingly supportive. 

Yehudim v'Chaverim - Jews and Friends - formed in 
Sydney in 1989, and soon received positive publicity in the 
Australian Jewish News. This welcome and support con­
tinues and grows, and was most recently evident as a result 
of a visit to Australia by World Congress Executive Director 
Barrett Brick. Yehudim v'Chaverim sponsored two talks by 
Brick: one to the group themselves, and another to the 
Jewish community at large on March 2 at the National 
Council of Jewish Women Building. Brick was joined at the 
latter talk by Rabbi Brian D. Fox of Temple Emanuel, 
Woollahra, who noted the support of the Progressive 
Jewish community for its Gay and Lesbian members. 
Again, the Australian Jewish News gave positive coverage 
of the event and of the World Congress, and the Sydney 
audience was enthusiastically receptive. 

One week earlier, Brick spoke at the Leo Baeck Centre in 
East Kew, a Melbourne suburb, both to the Shabbat 
morning study group, and also to the full congregation. In 
Melbourne, as he would in Sydney, Brick spoke of the work 
of the World Congress, and experiences of being Gay and 

Melbourne Hebrew Congregation, Interior 

Jewish today. The congregation's social action committee 
is discussing ways it can better address the needs of Gay 
and Lesbian Jews in the community, and the congrega­
tion's youth group is educating itself on the subject. 

Brick's visit also served to raise the consciousness of 
Sydney's Gay and Lesbian community on Jewish issues. 
Brick's talk to Yehudim v'Chaverim was an official Sydney 
Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras event - Sydney Gay and 
Lesbian Mardi Gras being Australia's largest (and month­
long) Gay and Lesbian celebration - as was a concert by 
Lesbian Jewish entertainer Lynn Lavner. In addition, Brick 
was invited to speak to a planning meeting for Australia's 
first national Lesbian and Gay rights lobby. 

WORLD CONGRESS CHALLENGES ISRAEL'S 
HIV IMMIGRATION BAN 

Although Israel continues to be a beacon for the rights 
of Lesbians and Gay men in the Middle East - Israel's 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center opened in Tel Aviv 
in November 1992; a Knesset subcommittee on Gay 
and Lesbian rights has been established, heaaecf by MK 
Yael Dayan; and a January 1993 court ruling requires El 
Al to grant free tickets to Gay flight attendants' com­
panions just as El Al does for legally recognized spouses 
-Israel will now require that new immigrants and visitors 
who intend to stay for more than three months be HIV 
negative in order to obtain their visas. The policy comes 
out of the Interior Ministry, which is controlled by the Shas 
party. 

On February 2, 1993, World Congress Executive Direc­
tor Barrett Brick and Bet Mishpachah Secretary Lee Walzer 
met with Israel's Minister for Information, Nimrod Barkan, 
at the Israeli Embassy in Washington to express strong 
opposition to this new policy. Although the meeting was 
cordial, and lasted forty minutes, Barkan indicated that the 
Israeli government would be unmoved. 

Brick and Walzer noted that HIV immigration bans do 
not represent sound public policy, and are rejected as 
health policy by the global medical community, as well as 

by Israel's leading medical authorities, such as Dr. Shlomo 
Ma'ayan, director of Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical 
Center's AIDS Clinic, and by the Ministry of Health. Brick 
and Walzer also noted that the policy violated global norms 
oftiumanrlgffis;- and TS a cruel Tlmffil1ion onlsrael's Law of 
Return. 

Barkan stated that the immigration ban is only one of 
several measures Israel is taking to educate and combat 
AIDS and, as such, is good policy. He claimed that Israeli 
doctors support the ban, and that it will keep Israel's health 
care system from being exploited and overburdened. 
Amazingly, Barkan asserted that the Law of Return was 
irrelevant, for it is only meant to save Jews who are 
persecuted as Jews! Ultimately, the government expects 
the issue to be decided in the Israeli courts. 

The Association for Civil Rights in Israel is considering 
whether to file suit over the new regulations. The World 
Congress will continue to raise this issue to the Israeli 
government, and before all appropriate fora. Our members 
and friends should also continue to do so - particularly as 
we look forward to returning to Israel in 1994 for our Board 
meeting and 4th European/Israeli Regional Conference of 
Gay and Lesbian Jews! 



4 WORLD CONGRESS OIG•ST 0 

U.S. HOLOCAUST MUSEUM HONORS GAYS 
From pink triangles to special preview tours to honored 

guests at the dedication, the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum clearly shows that Lesbians and Gay men are an 
integral part of its vision. As this issue of the Digest goes to 
press, the Museum's dedication is just weeks away, on 
April 22, 1993 - by happenstance (or perhaps not), the 
weekend of the March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation! 

Special preview tours of the Museum and its model 
reveal that a most moving museum and research center are 
being added to Washington, one in which we can take 
pride as Gay and Lesbian Jews with all of our being. 
Indeed, Museum staff have reached out in an extraordinary 
way to the Gay and Lesbian community, with special 
preview tours, invitations to the formal dedication, requests 
for advice on upcoming programs and exhibits, and 
meeting with March on Washington committee members 
and World Congress staff to ensure that the Museum 
dedication events and March on Washington events don't 
conflict but rather complement each other. 

Focusing as it must on the Jewish experience of the 
Holocaust, the experience of Gays and other victims of the 
Holocaust is not marginalized, but brought up front. 
Indeed, for some, it will begin at the entry. Each Museum 
visitor will be randomly assigned as a "companion" a 
Holocaust victim or survivor, whose experience - encap­
sulated in a printout - will guide the visitor through the 
Museum. Several Gay histories are included in the cards 
which will be assigned visitors. Pink triangles from camp 
uniforms are part of the permanent exhibit, which begins 
with the years leading up to the Holocaust and goes on 
through liberation. 

The Museum opens to the public on April 26, and joins 
others, such as those in Los Angeles and in Sydney, which 
include recognition of the impact of the Holocaust on 
Gays. On April 23, the day after the formal dedication, a 
Gay and Lesbian Holocaust commemoration is scheduled 
as a March on Washington related event, bearing witness 
for the dead and for the living. 
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