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1996 in Europe: From Strength to Strength 
1996 has seen unprecedented growth in Europe, with the 
new and the established groups all going from strength to 
strength. 

The year began in London with the third European leader­
ship training weekend, attended by representatives of World 
Congress member organizations from England, France, 
Belgium and the Netherlands. Highlights included a talk by 
English radio presenter and openly Gay Rabbi Lionel Blue, 
a training session on Internet in the new ORT headquarters 
and a program with the Stonewall Immigration Group on 
European immigration reform for Gays and Lesbians. 

In France, Paris's Beit Haverim received two distinguished 
visitors from the Jewish community, Nelly Hansson of the 
Foundation for French Judaism in February, and Jo 
Toledano, director of social services of the Fonds Social 
Juif, Europe's largest Jewish welfare organization in March. 
Both came to Beit Haverim meetings at the Paris Gay and 
Lesbian Center, representing an unprecedented opening 
up of the mainstream Jewish community to Gay and Lesbian 
Jews. 

Sjalhomo, in the Netherlands, has been very busy develop­
ing new programs for this and next year, including concerts, 
lectures, visiting exhibitions, walking tours, travel plans, etc. 
The organization has become more professional by 
introducing new accounting and computerized planning 
methods. On May 16, 1996, the only Jewish weekly in Holland 
published a big article about being Jewish and Gay/Les­
bian, entitled "A Chupa for Gays and Lesbians." The article 
was based on interviews with three Sjalhomo members. 

Beit Ha Chidush (House of Renewal), also in the Nether­
lands, was created in 1996 to serve the varied needs of a 
diverse community, specifically including Lesbians and 
Gays. Beit Ha Chidush welcomes all people, wherever they 
may be on their journey offaith, to participate in and to foster 
this "House of Renewal." Located in the heart of Amsterdam, 
Beit Ha Chidush offers for all in Europe an Erev Shabbat 
service on the first Friday of every month during which all 
are welcome to join in prayer, song and celebration, creating 
a joyful and enriching Jewish experience. 

From Germany comes news of the exponential growth of 
Cologne-based Yachad, created only last year, together with 
the forming of a new group, Feygele Frankfurt. Both groups 
are organizing various activities and provide evidence of the 
flourishing of Jewish life in Germany. 

Jewish life is also experiencing a rebirth in Spain, where a 
group of Jewish Gays and Lesbians, many of them 
descendants of Conversos, has formed in Barcelona under 
the name Emunah. 

Shalhomo Belgium led the way into Pride season in May, 
hosting groups from England, France, Germany and the 
Netherlands for a weekend organized around Brussels' first 
Gay and Lesbian Pride in many years, together with a Friday 
night dinner and a series of workshops at the Secular 
Jewish Community Center. The wonderful time had by all 
resulted in the coordination of other Pride weekends among 
the various groups, in late June in Paris and in early July in 
London. All told, a busy six months in Europe! 

- David Freedman 

Become a Friend of the World Congress! 
For only U'.S. $18 a year, you can become a friend of the 
World Congress. This entitles you. to advance copies of 
the Digest (mailed first class in advance of the bulk 
distribution to member organizations). Your contribution 
will help World Congress continue to fight anti-semitism 
in the gay/lesbian community and homophobia in the 
Jewish community, as well as continue the educational 
efforts which benefit us all. 

1997 World Conference 
An Affair to Remember! 

Reserve the Date NOW! The 15th World Conference of Gay, 
Lesbian & Bisexual Jews promises to be an affair to 
remember. Planning is underway for the July 4-6, 1997 con­
ference which will be held at the Fairmount Hotel, a 5-star 
hotel located in the downtown arts district of Dallas, Texas. 

The program includes a special Saturday evening event in 
honor of host congregation Beth El Binah's Bat Mitzvah year. 
"We are planning a world-class conference to reflect the 
rich and diverse cultures of the World Congress's member 
organizations, at what we believe to be a very reasonable 
price," said Steven Shatsky, Conference Co-Chair. 

Conference advance registration fees, which were being 
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1997 World Conference (continued) 

finalized as the Digest went to press, are anticipated to be in the 
$250 - $275 range and will include five meals, a full slate of 
Shabbat services, as well as registration for all seminars, 
speakers, and the Saturday night event. Hotel room rates, which 
have been finalized will be $65 per night for single or double 
occupancy rooms and $76 per night for triple occupancy rooms. 
Home hospitality will be available. 

"We are very proud and excited to bring an event of this caliber to 
the Southwestern United States for the first time,· noted Shatsky. 
It will provide an opportunity for many of our guests to visit Dallas 
and the Southwest for the first time and experience the hospitality 
for which we are famous. 

Registration materials will be available in October, and will be 
distributed to all World Congress member organizations. Additional 
information may also be obtained by writing to: 15th World 
Conference, P.O. Box 191188, Dallas, Texas 75219 U.S.A., or 
calling (214) 497-1591. 

Two Leadership Seminars Held 
in the Western Hemisphere 

Two highly productive and enjoyable Leadership Seminar 
weekends were held this past season. From November 3-5, 
1995, seventeen people representing six World Congress groups 
met in Boston, MA, U.S.A. to learn and share ideas about group 
development, leadership growth, programming themes and 
other organizational issues. 

In addition to the productive leadership and membership 
development work, the weekend included two fun social events. 
A potluck dinner sponsored by the Am Tikva people, who also 
provided home hospitality on Saturday night, provided a warm 
environment for informal networking. On Sunday the group was 
led by Am Tikva members on a walking tour of Jewish Boston, 
which culminated in a visit to the newly reopened and not yet 
renovated Vi Ina Shu I in the Beacon Hill Section of historic Boston. 

Building on the success of our first Leadership Seminar in North 
America, the second was held in San Diego, CA, U.S.A. The 
second seminar was hosted by the hardworking and very friendly 
members of Yachad. Thirty people from seven organizations met 
in sunny San Diego from March 15-17, 1996. A similar curriculum 
was utilized, which allowed for a lot of time to share our 
organizational challenges as well as our often creative solutions. 

On Friday night, we all met at a member's home for an Oneg 
Shabbat and introductions. Saturday night we were warmly 
welcomed at a local Gay Theater Group's production of Salaam, 
Shalom, a play about the love between two students, an Israeli 
and a Palestinian (look for it at your local theater company). 

Hopefully the participants, who came from the United States, 
Canada and Mexico, have been rejuvenated as well as inspired 
by the wealth of talent, enthusiasm and hard work that our groups 
possess. All of our member organizations struggle with similar 
issues, and the Leadership Seminars are one way that the World 
Congress supports the ongoing effort to maintain and develop 
Gay/Lesbian and Bisexual organizations worldwide. 

Next year the World Congress is planning to sponsor two more 
Leadership Seminars. Contact Priscilla Golding, 1-617-327-1404, 
for more information, or for your group to host a seminar. 

TwoWCGLJO 
Congregations honored 

Last November, at the Biennial Conference of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC), two World Congress 
congregations were honored during the presentation of the Irving 
J. Fain Awards for social action programming. 

Congregation Chevrei Tikva of Cleveland, Ohio was honored with 
an award for their program, "Homosexuals Under Nazi Tyranny: 
Cleveland's Interfaith Lecture Series and Visit to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum." Highlights of this program included 
the exclusive appearance of Dr. Klaus MOiier, Professor of 
European Studies at the University of Amsterdam, consultant to 
the U.S. Holocaust Museum, and renowned scholar on anti-gay 
Nazi policies and persecution, as well as presentation of the film 
"We Were Marked With a Big 'A'," a remarkable documentary of 
Gay Holocaust survivors. Dr. Muller's lecture drew over 260 people. 
As a follow-up activity, 87 participants went on a trip to the U.S. 
Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Congregation Beth El Binah of Dallas, Texas received an 
Honorable Mention for its Romanian Children project. The focus 
of this project was the establishment of a fund to provide the 
children of Aradea, Romania with moneys necessary to move to 
Israel where they can study Jewish history and culture, and live 
freely as Jews. As most members of Beth El Binah do not have 
children, by participating in this project the congregation is 
symbolically transmitting Judaism to the next generation. 

Nearly eighty programs were submitted by Reform congregatio· 
to be considered for Fain Awards, with 14 awards presented a 
an additional 7 Honorable Mentions. These awards represent 
significant accomplishments for the congregations receiving them, 
and reflect on the World Congress groups' promotion of under­
standing in their communities. 

World Congress has Partin 
Supreme Court Victory 

When the Supreme Court decided in late May to strike down 
Colorado's infamous Amendment 2 as unconstitutional, it could 
count among its friends the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian 
Jewish Organizations. 

Together with a number of other Gay and Lesbian religious groups, 
the World Congress participated in the preparation and filing with 
the Court of an amicus curiae (friend of the court) brief, providing 
the Supreme Court with additional arguments as to why Amendment 
2 violated fundamental constitutional liberties. 

The World Congress is proud to have contributed to this major 
legal victory for Gays and Lesbians in the United States. 

- David Freedman 

Visit the new website of the World Congress of Gay and 
Lesbian Jewish Organizations: 

http://www.wcgljo.orglwcgljo/ _,... 
It includes a brief history of the World Congress, a listing of 
member organizations, and details on upcoming events. 
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World Congress Joins Gay and Lesbian Community 
In Raising Funds for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 

To demonstrate the importance of accurately chronicling an event 
of the magnitude of the Holocaust, the Lesbian and Gay 
community has come together and pledged $1.5 million to the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Of this amount, $1 
million will be an unrestricted gift, and $.5 million will be used to 
create an endowment for ongoing Lesbian and Gay programs, 
lectures, and exhibits. 

It will also ensure continued funding of the Museum's worldwide 
search for specific lesbian and gay information and stories. The 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum is the only major museum of 
its kind to publicly recognize the homosexual experience of the 
Holocaust. 

Last summer, the Board of the World Congress voted to play 
leadership role among Lesbian and Gay faith organizations in 
raising the community's gift. In their vote, the Board pledged that 
the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations 
would raise $50,000 toward the campaign goal - and challenge 
the other national and international faith organizations to do the 
same. 

The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum Gay and Lesbian Cam­
paign continues through 1996. In October, a ceremony will be 
held at the Museum to dedicate the newest donor to be inscribed 

on the $1Million wall - "The Gay and Lesbian Community." A 
$50,000 contribution from the World Congress will allow us to 
have our name (World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish 
Organizations) inscribed on the wall of donors contributing in the 
$50K- $1M range. 

We ask you to be a part of the World Congress' leadership drive 
- and to dig deep and give generously to this most significant 
effort for us - both as Jews and as Lesbians and Gay men. We 
ask that you help us to far surpass our $50,000 pledge by 
considering a contribution in the $50 - $100 range. 

Please complete the contribution/pledge form and mail it with 
your contribution soon. Those wishing to make a contribution or 

ledge of $1,000 or more can do so with eithec_a one time gift or 
with a minimum monthly contribution of $50 for up to 5 years. 

Participate in this wonderful mitzvah - and feel proud to have 
recognized the past and strengthened the future of our great and 
growing community. Collectively our resources can have a 
powerful impact and the most positive of outcomes. 

"If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
If I am only for myself, what am I? 
If not now, whenr 

Hillel 

-----------------------------------------
- HOLOCAUST MUSEUM CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION/PLEDGE CARD 

Yes, I want to be a part of the World Congress' leadership drive to raise $50,000 for Lesbian and Gay programs at the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. No question, nationally and internationally, we can raise the campaign target of $1.5 million! 

My/Our contribution of$ ___ is enclosed. 

While, of course, contributions at any level are much appreciated, our hope is that members and friends of the World 
Congress will consider contributions in the $50 - $100 range. 

(Please make check payable to the USHMM and note that it is for the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations 
pledge.) 

Charge my/our contribution of $ _____ to: 

VlsaTMastercard (circle one) 

#~---------------------~ Expiration Date -------

I/we wish to contribute/pledge a gift of $1,000 or more and would like to receive the major donor pledge card. 

I/we wish to be entered as member(s) of the Museum. Minimum contribution to be included as a member is $25. 

NAME(S):~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ADDRESS: --------------------~------------~----

PHONES: HOME ________________ WORK----------------~ 

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION:--------------------

WCGLJO 
c/o Beth Cohen 
6725 Fairfax Road 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
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Ahavat Shalom Beth El Binah Jewish Lesbian Daughters of Holocaust St. Louis Gay and Lesbian Chavurah 
P.O. Box 14392 P.O. Box 191188 Survivors P.O. Box 39443 
San Francisco, CA 94114 Dallas, TX 7S219 P.O. Box 7S SL Louis, MO 63139 
+1-41S-621-1020 +1-214-497-1S91 Hadley, MA 0103S +1-314-391-3919 

+ 1-207-833-6004 
Aleph Australia Beth Rachameem Synagogue Sha'ar Zahav 

...._ 
Private Mail Box 120 clo Unitarian Universalist Church Kehillah 220 Danvers Street 
60 Blair Street 719 N. Arlington Ave. P.O. Box 1S362 San Francisco, CA 94144 
Bondi North, NSW 2026 St. Petersburg, FL 33701 vancouver, BC V6B SV1 +1-41S-861-6932 
Australia +1-813-839-4911 +1-604-876-1914 

Shalhomo Belgique • Sjalhorno Belgle 
Am Chofshi Beth Torah Keser-g6 Avenue Besme 127 
clo Horowitz S7SO W 9Sth St. Suite 30 Uv Egylet Cimen 1190 Bruxelles, Belgium 
RR 1 Box 686 Overland Park, KS 66207-2969 Zichy Utca 29 
Harpswell, ME 04079 H-1066 Budapest Shalom Amigos • 

B'nal Shalom Hungary Apartado Postal 105-67 
Am Echad P.O. Box 6861 +36-1-112-S844 Colonia Polanco 
clo Metropolitan Region Office Louisville, KY 40206 11 S81 Mexico DF, Mexico 
United Jewish Fund +1-S02-896-047S Keshet 
Attention: Ellen Sevran 3SOO Holmes Ave. Shalom Chavurah 
6SOS Wilshire Blvd. Chevrei Tikva Minneapolis, MN SS048 1617 Chevy Chase 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 P.O. Box 18120 +1-612-824-4226 Brea, CA 92621 
1-213-8S2-1234 Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 +1-714-S29-4201 

+1-216-932-SSS1 Keshet Shalom 
Am Segulah P.O. Box 6103, Station A Simcha 
P.O. Box 271S22 Congregation Beth Slmchat Torah Toronto, Ontario MSW 1 PS P.O. Box 6S2 
West Hartford, CT 06127 S7 Bethune Street +1-416-92S-1408 Southfield, Ml 48037 
+1-203-676-924S New York, NY 10014 + 1-810-3S3-802S 

+1-212-929-9498 KolAml 
Am Tlkva ./ 9056 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 300 Sjalhomo 
P.O. Box 11 Congregation B'Nal Jeshurun West Hollywood, CA 90069 PostBox 2S36 
Cambridge, MA 02238 Gay & Lesbian Committee + 1-310-248-6320 1000 CM, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
+1-617-926-2S36 1 OOA West 89th Street 

New York, NY 10024 KolSlmcha Society for the Protection of Personal 
Aviv P.O. Box 17871 Rights 
clo Gene Koenigsberg Emunah Laguna Beach, CA 92623 P.O. Box 37604 
4707 East Paradise Vilage Pkwy. N. #314 P.O. Box 13089 +1-714-SS1-2072 Tel Aviv 
Phoenix, AZ 8S032 08080 Barcelona, Spain 6137S Israel 
+1-602-996-8622 L'Cha Dodi +972-3-6204327 or 6293681 

EtzChaim clo JCRB 
Beil Chaylm 3970 Northwest 21st Ave. S801 West 11Sth Street, Suite 203 Spinoza 
P.O. Box 7292 Oakland Park, FL 33309 Overland Park, KS 66211 clo Keller 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48107 +1-9S4-714-9232 + 1-913-469-1340 902 West 4th Street 

Bloomington, IN 47404 
Belt Ha Chidush Gale] Long Beach Jewish Community Center +1-812-333-7973 
Zaagmolenstraat 20 clo Wirschubsky Lesbian and Gay Havurah 
10S2 HE Amsterdam SL Eriksgatan 69 3801 East Willow Street Tikvah Chadashah 
The Netherlands 11332 Stockholm, Sweden Long Beach, CA 9081S P.O. Box 2731 
tel. +31 20 6868082 +46-8-322314 +1-310-426-7601 Seattle, WA 98111 

+1-206-329-2S90 
Beil Haverim International Association of Lesbian & Mishpachat Alizim 
B.P. 37S Gay Children of Holocaust Survivors P.O. Box 980136 Tlkvat Shalom 
7SS26 Paris Cedex 11, France clo Congregation Beth Simchat Torah Houston, TX 77098 P.O. Box 6694 
+33-1-44 84 08 S4 S7 Bethune Street +1-713-748-7079 Denver, CO 80206 

New York, NY 10014 + 1-303-331-2706 
Beil Klal Yisrael +1-212-929-9498 Nay Im 
P.O. Box 1828 P.O. Box 180S3 Yachad 
London W1 O SRT Israel AIDS Task Force Rochester, NY 14618 clo GLF Sozialwerk E. V. 
England, UK P.O. Box 867 +1-716-441-3386 Kartauserwall 18 
+44-181-960-S7SO 61008 Tel Aviv, Israel S0678 KOln 

+972-3-S661-639 New Jersey Lesbian & Gay Havurah Germany 
Bet Haverim P.O. Box 2S76 +49-221-19446 
P.O. Box 54677 Jewish Adelaide Feminist Lesbians Menlo Park, NJ 08818 
Atlanta, GA 30308 (JAFL) +1-908-S49-6032 Yachad 
+1-404-642-3467 37 South Terrace P.O. Box 3114 

Semaphore S019 Or Chadash Johannesburg 
Bet Mishpachah Adelaide SA clo Second Unitarian Church South Africa 2000 
P.O. Box 1410 Australia 656 W. Barry Ave. +27-11-8032013 
Washington, D.C. 20013 +61-8-492988 Chicago, IL 606S7 
1-202-833-1638 +1-312-248-94S6 Yach ad 

Jewish Gay and Lesbian Group P.O. Box 34S7 
Bet Tikvah BM-JGLG Response for Gays, Lesbians & Their San Diego, CA 92163 
P.O. Box 10140 London WC1N 3XX Families +1-619-492-8616 
Pittsburgh, PA 1 S232 England, UK clo Valley Beth Shalom 

+44-181-381-123S (Phone/Fax) 1S739 Ventura Blvd. Yakhdav 
Beth Ahavah Encino, CA 91436 P.O. Box 661 
8 Letitia Street Jewish Lesbian and Gay Helpline +1-818-788-6000 Snowdon Station 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 BM Jewish Helpline Montreal, Quebec H3X 1T7 
+1-21S-923-2003 London WC1N 3XX Re'uth +1-S14-933-7387 

England, UK clo John Clark 
Beth Chayim Chadashim +44-171-706-3123 Scheugasse 12/18 
6000 West Pico Blvd. A-1100 Vienna, Austria 
Los Angeles, CA 9003S +43-1-602 40S6 
+1-213-931-7023 


