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Memorial Service at Yad 
Vashem Disrupted byProtes 

On May 30, one hundred fifty gay men, lesbians and 
supporters joined to commemorate the six million Jews 
slaughtered by the Nazis during World War 11, especially 
homosexual men and women. However, what began as a 
private memorial at Yad Vas hem quickly turned into history 
as a handful of outlawed Kahane supporters tried to disrupt 
the ceremony, a pre-conference event to the 4th Israeli/ 
European Regional Conference. 

The SPPR participated in a wreath laying at Yad Vas hem as 
part of national Holocaust Day ceremonies this past April. 
While Yad Vashem has a mandate from the Israeli govern­
mentto honoronly Jews, it was explained as it related to that 
ceremony that 5-10% of the Jews who were killed were 
homosexual and the event passed peacefully. 

The May 30ceremonywas scheduled and prepared months 
in advance. Gay Reform Cantor Michael Mandel and Uora 
Mariel of the SPPR prepared the program along the strict 
guidelines provided for such private ceremonies by Yad 
Vashem. Along with such partisan songs as Eli, Eli by Hannah 
Senesh, Yizkor in both Hebrew and English was recited by 
Beth Cohen, President of the World Congress and Susan 
Kirshner, Chairperson of the Society for the Protection of Per­
sonal Rights in Israel as they lit the Eternal Flame. As is the 
custom, participants celebrated our own community: our gay 
and lesbian brothers and sisters, during El Maleh Rahamim. 
Groups holding private ceremonies at Yad Vashem for the 
past30years have always taken this time to remembertheir 
own particular communities among the martyred six million. 

The ceremony, while well publicized, was received with no 
interest by the press prior to a half page advertisement 
placed by the heretofore unknown group, "Beit Din Elyon 
d'America" calling on Jews to "cease and desist" from 
patronizing Yad Vashem, Israel and El Al as a response to 
the planned May 30 memorial service. Overnight, the Yad 
Vashem ceremony became international news. Members of 
the Kahana movement seized the opportunity to gain media 
attention as photos and filmed footage of the protesters 

Disruption of Yad Vashem Memorial Service. 

along with written accounts made news around the world. 
Editorials reflecting a variety of positions also appeared in 
many publications. 

Some of the one hundred fifty attendees of the memorial have 
compared the event and related protests to the Stonewall 
uprising 25 years ago. Liora Mariel, one of the event 
organizers had this to say, ''We stood together against bigotry 
as proud gays and lesbians, facing it down with only our sing­
ing and our faith. It was a distressing and yet uplifting and 
empowering experience we will never forget." 

Upcoming World Congress Conferences 
1994 

October 7-9 Western Regional Los Angeles 
October 14·16 Southwest Regional Houston 
1995 
July 27-30 14th International New York 
1997 

July4-6 15th International Dallas 

Articles for the World Congress Digest are always welcome. Please send 
your submissions to: World Congress Digest, P.O. Box 3345, 
New York, NY 10008-3345 USA. 
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STONEWALL 25 
Early in the morning hours of June 27, 1969 history was made 
when the modern Gay Rights movement was born in an act of civil 

disobedience. Twenty-five years later, history was again made 
as nearly one million people from around the world participated 
in a march on June 26, 1994 commemorating the event which 

has come to be known as "The Stonewall Uprising." 

The World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations 

participated, marching behind our banner near the front of the 
First Avenue march, in the International Contingents section. 
Some member organizations chose to march along with the World 
Congress group, others chose to march in the Religious Groups 
section, and yet others chose to march with groups from their 
geographic regions. 

The march ended with a rally in Central Park which featured 
speeches and entertainment by celebrities including Gregory 

Hines, Kathy Najimy, Armistead Maupin, RuPaul, Harvey 
Firestein, Carol Channing, Sir Ian Mc Kellan, and many more. The 
highlight of the rally, however, was when LizaMinnelli spoke about 
her mother, Judy Garland, whose death was one of the catalysts 
for that night of anger twenty-five years ago. 

The march and rally took place the day after the conclusion of Gay 
Games IV in New York. One World Congress marcher com­
mented, "The sight of the [Gay Games] winners walking through 
the streets of New York proudly wearing their medals was 

breathtaking." Others commented that the march and rally in 
Central Park were the perfect end to a great week of Gay and Les­
bian culture and events. 

The following day, several hundred activists gathered to conduct 
a progressive action at various missions to the United Nations. 
The final mission targeted was that of the United States, where 
World Congress Development Director-West, Mitch Weissner, 
was a featured speaker. Organizers of all the events were very 
pleased with the participation. 
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Part of the World Congress leadership at The Stonewall 25 march. 

EUROPRIDE 1994 
Europride 1994, held this June in Amsterdam, was the European 
celebration of "The Stonewall Uprising," commemorating the 

beginning of the worldwide gay and lesbian liberation movement. 
The ten days of fun and cultural events which comprised this 
celebration of pride, though European in nature, attracted gay 
and lesbian participants from as far away as the U.S. and Israel. 

Sjalhomo, the World Congress affiliated organization in Amster­

dam, was responsible for organizing the Jewish part of the pro­
gram. In fact, a Netherlands television crew attended events with 
Sjalhomo members for a proposed 45-minute documentary for 

Israeli and Dutch television. 

On June 19, the first ever exhibition of a Jewish lesbian/gay 
organization was presented in the Netherlands Jewish Historical 
Museum. The exhibition, officially opened by a Dutch member 
of parliament, consisted of photographs of Sjalhomo members 

and the group's activities. Media coverage was provided by the 
gay/lesbian, Jewish, and Dutch press. 

Other events included a large disco party sponsored by Sjalhomo 

and a communal Shabbat dinner. The disco party featured an 
Israeli falafel stand _and entertainment provided by Klezmerband, 
The Goyim, and the British drag actor, Dave Lynn. Friday even­

ing's Shabbat dinner was attended by over seventy individuals 
from around the world. 

Europride 1994'sconclusion was the ' 'Pride March." Beginning 
near the Damsquare, the crowd of over 70,000 cheered as the 
march, including exotic floats, proceeded through the streets of 
Amsterdam. The Jewish contingent sang songs as they march­
ed to the large square where the route ended in a festival with 
music stages and organizational booths. One participant 
characterized the events by saying, "Europride was an over­
whelming success in promoting the pride and visibility of our com­
munity, as we.II as furthering the understanding of the different 
cultures which comprise it. " 

Members of Sjalhomo celebrate Europride. 
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1994 REGIONAL CONFERENCE REPORTS 
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE UPDATES 

This spring, Congregation Etz Chaim of South Florida was host to 
its second World Congress Southeast Regional Conference. The 
event was held on April 29 - May 1 at the Ramada Deauville Hotel 
on Miami Beach. 

The weekend began with a Friday afternoon reception, followed by 
dinner and Shabbat Services, led by Rabbi Rachel Hertzman of Etz 
Chaim. The evening's speaker was Gwen Margolis, former Presi­
dent of the Florida Senate, who spoke about fighting the religious 
"right." Her speech, which included vivid personal stories, was well 
received and enjoyed. 

Saturday morning's continental breakfast and Shabbat Services 
were followed by workshops including Michael Kinsler's "Mezuzah 
Making 101" and Dr. Larry Harmon's extremely well-attended 
workshop on "Finding Mr./Ms. Right." The afternoon workshops 
had a more intellectual orientation, such as the discussion led by 
Rabbi Hertzman on Leviticus 18 and 22, another on the Book of 
Esther and its relevance to Gay and Lesbian Jews, and a safe sex 
workshop featuring a noteworthy selection of visual aids. 

The highlight event for the weekend conference, however, was 
the Saturday night celebration in honor of Congregation Etz 

Chaim's 20th Anniversary. It was a spectacular dinner-dance 
with entertainment provided by a local band, South Florida's 
Lambda Chorale and Lisa Geduldig, a lesbian Jewish comic from 
San Francisco. According to many present, the high point of the 
evening was when five or six dozen people took to the dance floor 
and danced the Hora with the abandon worthy of a Chasid, as 
the band played Hava Nagila. 

Sunday morning offered a visit to the Holocaust Memorial 
on South Beach with a group from the Gay Teacher's Alliance 
of Dade County. This was followed by a farewell brunch at 
the hotel. 

The conference was attended by participants from organizations 
TnFToricfa, Georgia, Arabama, Dallas, New York, San Francisco, 
and the very first conference attendees from Mexico City! Also 
in attendance were representatives from the Southeast Region's 
two newest World Congress member organizations, Congrega­
tion Beth Rachameem of the Tampa area, and Yeladim Shel 
Yisrael of the Palm Beaches. By all accounts, the conference was 
a fun, informative and successful event. 

EUROPEAN/ISRAELI REGIONAL CONFERENCE UPDATES 

The European /Israeli Regional Conference was held at Givat 
Haviva, Israel on June 2 - 4. Over 250 participants attended 
representing Israel, Belgium, Canada, France, Holland, Italy, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and USA. 
As one participant was heard to remark, "For 48 hours, the Kib­
butz Movement's seminar site became a cross between a gay 
and lesbian utopia and the United Nations!" 

The conference was opened with greetings from Beth Cohen, 
World Congress President; Susan Kirshner, SPPR Chairperson; 
and Yael Dayan, member of the Israeli Knesset, who gave a brief 
keynote speech followed by-a question am:tanswersesstcm:-1\ 
cocktail reception, late night swim, and disco dancing followed. 

Friday was packed with activities. Over 30 workshops were 
presented on a wide spectrum of topics, and outdoor Shabbat 

Services were conducted. The night's entertainment was an 
international cabaret featuring singer and former member of The 
Flirtations, Elliot Pilshaw, among others. 

Saturday offered Morning Services, two lectures, several videos 
(including one of the, by then famous, Yad Vashem Memorial 
Service), and a panel discussion entitled Out of the Closet and 
onto the Couch, about problems involved with therapy for gays 
and lesbians in Israel. The Plenary Session, while resulting in no 
resolutions, did address the questions of several conference par­
ticipants on issues concerning the SPPR, the conference, and 
the Wortct ress. 

For many participants, this was a first trip to Israel and everyone 
enjoyed the conference and its related activities. Many vowed 
to come back for longer visits in the future, and one actually 
decided to stay in Israel as a new immigrant! 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE UPDATES 
Over 130 participants attended the sixth Northeast 
Regional Conference, hosted by Yakhdav and held July 1 - 3 in 
Montreal, Canada. This was the first Northeast Regional to be 
held outside the U.S., and the piquant French flavor of the city 
was an integral part of the weekend, from the workshop focus­
ing on the topic of Quebec Separatism, to the popular walking 
tours of Jewish Montreal. 

In addition to the diverse roster of workshops including one on 

the role of religion in politics, highlights of the conference included 
the well-attended Shabbat Services organized by Washington, 
D.C. 's Congregation Bet Mishpachah, and Saturday evening's 
performances by L'Ensemble Vocal Ganymede and the always 
popular singer/comic, Lynn Lavner. The conference concluded 
with a presentation and open discussion of World Congress 
recent events and future issues led by President-elect, Harvey 
Cohen, and current President, Beth Cohen. 
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EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUNDS SENT TO L.A. GROUPS 
This May, the World Congress Earthquake Relief Fund was 
distributed to Los Angeles area congregations. The purpose of 
the fund is to assist the members of World Congress organiza­
tions affected by the severe earthquake which hit Los Angeles 
and the surrounding communities earlierthis year. Congregations 
Beth Chayim Chadashim and Kol Ami each received a portion 
of the fund. 

Several weeks prior to the disbursement of the fund, Ray Levi, 
President of Miami area congregation Etz Chaim, presented a 

contribution to Bill Wahler, World Congress Executive Director, 
in the amount of $1289. The contribution, presented at this year's 
Southeast Regional Conference, was comprised of unused funds 
from Etz Chaim's 1992 Hurricane Relief Fund. Mitchell Weissner, 
World Congress Development Director - West, summed up the 
spirit of the contribution by noting, "It is exactly this type of thing 
that illustrates the incredible nature of the organization that is the 
World Congress. We help each other in times of need, and are 
there for one another with love and support at all times." 

World Congress Member Organizations 
(as of June 1, 1994) 

ALEPH AUSTRALIA BETH EL BINAH JAFL KOL AMI OR HADAROM SOCIETY FOR THE 
Private Mail Box 120 P.O. Box 191188 37 South Terrace 8400 Sunset Bl., Suite 2A 68, rue de Rome PROTECTION OF 
60 Blair Street Dallas, TX 75219 Semaphore SA W. Hollywood, CA 90069 13006 Marseille PERSONAL RIGHTS 
Bondi North NSW 2026 (214) 497-1591 Australia 5019 (213) 656-6093 France P.O. Box 37604 
Australia 08-492988 31 91 330811 61375 Tel Aviv 
360-4856 BETH RACHAMEEM KOLSIMCHA Israel 

c/o Fackelman JEWISH GAY & P.O. Box 1444 RESPONSE FOR 972 3 204327 
AMCHOFSHI 3817 Creek Way Court LESBIAN GROUP Laguna Beach, CA 92652 GAYS, LESBIANS 
c/o Horowitz Plant City, FL 33567 BMJGLG (714) 499-3500 & THEIR FAMILIES SPINOZA 
RR1 Box686 (813) 754-9455 London WC1N 3XX 

15739 Ventura Blvd. P.O. Box 6112 
S. Harpswell, ME 04079 England UK L'CHAIM Encino, CA 91436 Bloomington, IN 47407 
(207) 833-6004 BETH SIMCHAT TORAH (81) 848-7319 c/o Mann-o-Meter (818) 788-6000 

57 Bethune Street JEWISH GAY & LESBIAN Motzstrasse 5 TIKVAH CHADASHAH 
AM SEGULAH New York, NY 10014 GROUP - NORTH 10777 Berlin P.O. Box 2731 RE'UTH P.O. Box 271522 (212) 929-9498 c/o Simons Germany 

Scheugasse 12/18 Seattle, WA 98111 
West Hartford, CT 06127 41 Stainton Road (206) 329-2590 
(800) 734-8524 B'NAI SHALOM LONG BEACH LESBIAN 1100 Wien 

Sheffield S11 7AX AND GAY HAVURAH Austria 
P.O. Box 6861 England UK TIKVAT SHALOM 

AMTIKVA Louisville. KY 40206 Jewish Community Center 4316024056 
P.O. Box 6694 

P.O. Box 11 (502) 896-0475 JEWISH LESBIAN & 3801 East Willow Street Denver, CO 80206 
Cambridge, MA 02238 GAY HELPLINE Long Beach, CA 90815 ST. LOUIS GAY & (303) 331-2706 
(617) 926-2536 CHEVREI TIKVA BM Jewish Helpline (310) 426-7601 LESBIAN HAVURAH 

P.O. Box 18120 London WC1N 3XX c/o Central Reform Cong. VA'AD L'MILCHAMA 
BEIT HAVERIM Cleveland, OH 44118 England UK MISHPACHAT ALIZIM 77 Maryland Plaza B'AIDS BP375 (216) 932-5551 (71) 706-3123 P.O. Box 980136 St. Louis MO 63108 P.O. Box 33602 75526 Paris Cedex 11 Houston, TX 77298 (314) 361-3919 
France JEWISH LESBIAN (713) 748-7079 61336 Tel Aviv 

ETZ CHAIM Israel (1) 4632-1936 
19094 West Dixie Highway 

DAUGHTERS OF 
SHA'AR ZAHAV (3) 566-1639 HOLOCAUST MISHPACHAT AM 

BEIT KLAL YISRAEL N. Miami Beach, FL 33180 SURVIVORS P.O. Box 7731 220 Danvers Street 

P.O. Box 1828 (305) 931-9318 P.O. Box 75 Phoenix, AZ. 85011 San Francisco, CA 94114 YACHAD 

London W10 5RT Hadley, MA 01035 (602) 966-5001 (415) 86Hl932 P.O. Box 3457 

England UK GALEJ (608) 249-6671 San Diego, CA 92163 
c/o Wirschubsky MISHPACHAT CHAVERIM SHALHOMO BELGIQUE (619) 492-8616 

BETHAVERIM St. Eriksgatan 69 KEHILLAH c/o Emenitove P.O. Box 1 
P.O. Box 54947 11332 Stockholm P.O. Box 15362 959 South 51 Street Sainte Gilles 2 YA CHAD 
Atlanta, GA 30308 Sweden Vancouver, BC Omaha, NE 68106 1060 Bruxelles P.O. Box 3114 
(404) 642-3467 08-322314 Canada V6B 5B1 (402) 551-CJ510 Belgium Johannesburg 2000 

(604) 876-1914 South Africa 
BET MISHPACHAH HINEINU 

KESERGE NAYIM SHALOM CHAVURAH 
(11) 803-2013 

P.O. Box 1410 5 Fromme Street P.O. Box 18053 P.O. Box 11686 Islington Pf 1489 
Rochester, NY 14618 YAKHDAV Washington, DC 20013 1464 Budapest Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

(202) 833-1638 London N1 8PB (716) 546-8853 P.O. Box 661 
England UK Hungary (714) 529-4201 

Snowdon Station 
BETH AHAVAH (71) 226-8769 KESHET NEW JERSEY LESBIAN Montreal, Quebec 
P.O. Box 7566 3500 Holmes Avenue & GAY HAVURAH SIM CHA Canada H3X 1T7 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 INT'L ASSOCIATION Minneapolis, MN 55408 P.O. Box 2576 P.O. Box 652 (514) 487-2880 
(215) 923-2003 OF LESBIAN & GAY (612) 824-4226 Menlo Park, NJ 08818 Southfield, Ml 48037 

CHILDREN OF HOLO- (908) 549-6032 (313) 353-8025 YELADIM SHEL 
BETH CHAYIM CAUST SURVIVORS KESHET SHALOM YISRAEL/CHILDREN 
CHADASHIM c/oCBST Box 6103, Station A ORCHADASH SJALHOMO OFISRAEL 
6000 West Pico Blvd. 57 Bethune Street Toronto, Ontario 656 W. Barry Avenue P.O. Box 2536 4938 South Davis Road 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 New York, NY 10014 Canada M5W 1P5 Chicago, IL 60657 1000 CM Amsterdam Lake Worth, FL 33461 
(213) 931-7023 (212) 929-9498 (416) 925-1408 (312) 248-9456 The Netherlands (407) 967-4267 


