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1. List the objectives of the proposed project.

	The goal of this study is to explore sexual satisfaction of gay men in context of dyadic man-to-man relationships. Sexual satisfaction will be explored in cultural context of masculinity and gayness stereotypes, homophobia and gender constructs. The interplay of sexual role assumed by the individual during the intercourse, self-perceived masculinity, personality trait of dominance, sexual motives held by the individual and sexual satisfaction derived by him will be explored. This study is expected to illuminate the influence of culturally embedded stereotypes, and individual perceptions of assumed sexual role on the sexual satisfaction derived by the individual in the context of gay male couple. 

The scarcity of available research that is focused on gay male sexuality and the sexual dynamics within male couples creates a theoretical void that makes it harder for clinicians to fully comprehend the experience of gay clients in general, and gay male couples in particular. Assumption of similarity, which equates male couples to cross-sex couples, dismisses several pivotal issues that distinguish these couples from one another. First is the power dynamic among two men, which stems from the cultural male gender construct that is largely defined by images of power and domination. Second, the society creates different, hostile environment for gay individuals to live in, which is partially manifested in dyadic male relationships.   The goal of that study is to promote deeper understanding of the sexual as well as relational dynamics among men, and to broaden conceptual background to be utilized in psychotherapy with these populations.


2. Briefly describe the research project design/methodology.

	Methods used in this study are based on those developed in previous Internet and research in the United States and abroad. Respondents will be self-selected to participate in the survey and all submissions are voluntary. The survey will be posted on a secured web site, provided by the IT department of FIT.  Respondents will be recruited via e-mail sent through list-servers of such organizations as Division 44 of American Psychological Association: The Society for the Psychological Study of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Issues, Gay and Lesbian College organizations, as well as through gay internet sites, such as www.gaydar.com. The email will briefly describe the study and the location of the survey will be given. Upon arriving at the survey site subjects will be asked to verify that they are 18 years of age or older and will have the option of confirming the statement by selecting to begin the survey. Respondents younger than 18 years of age will be instructed explicitly to not participate. (The questionnaire includes no prurient material that would be attractive to teenagers searching for such material on the Web.)  Respondents will complete an approximately 120-item online questionnaire. Respondents will also be asked to provide demographic information including age, gender, educational level, etc. 
The measures that will be used in the research are:

· Sex-Role Identity Scale (SRIS)- measure of self-ascribed masculinity and femininity
· Affective and Motivational Orientation Related to Erotic Arousal Questionnaire (AMORE)- measure of desired incentives individuals strive to acquire through sexual contact

· Index of Sexual Satisfaction (ISS)- measure of sexual satisfaction within a couple
· Revised Trait Dominance-Submissiveness Scale (TDS)- measures personality trait of dominance
These assessment scales are based on previous studies and are considered by psychologists to be ethical, valid, and reliable measures.  Please see the full thesis proposal for additional methodological details.


3. Describe the characteristics of the subject population, including number, age, sex, etc.

	Respondents will be 300 gay men, who are currently involved in intimate relationships with another man for at least 3 months. All subjects will be recruited from the USA population. Subjects will be 18 years or older and have access to the Internet. Mechanisms will be implemented to prevent and eliminate multiple data submissions from the same respondent. Moreover, in order to maintain independent sampling, only one member of each gay couple will be offered to complete the survey. 


4. Describe any potential risks to the subjects -- physical, psychological, social, legal, etc. -- and assess their likelihood and seriousness.

	No risks to the subjects are foreseen. Subjects may experience some discomfort at completing a lengthy survey and answering questions of private nature. However, subjects will be instructed that they can withdraw from the study should they experience discomfort.  Withdrawal simply means to stop filling out the web-hosted questionnaire.


5. Describe the procedures you will use to maintain confidentiality from your research subjects and project data.  What problems, if any, do you anticipate in this regard?

	Confidentiality will be strictly maintained. No identifying information will be collected. Subjects will complete the survey via the Internet and will not meet the researchers. Data will be reported in aggregate form. 


6. Describe your plan for informed consent (attach proposed form).

	Informed consent will be obtained on the initial web page of the survey, consistent with other online research studies. Subjects will confirm they have read the consent form and signify understanding of requirements to participate by selecting the “participate” button on the web page. The respondent is free to choose not to participate and can select the “do not participate” button on the web page. Moreover, participants can withdraw from the study at any point by simply closing the browser window. 


7. Discuss what benefits will accrue to your subjects and the importance of the knowledge that will result from your study.

	Current research offers primary and secondary gains for the participants:

Primary gains include an opportunity to reflect on their own sexuality and interpersonal patterns, as well as the satisfaction participants may gain through contributing to a research that focuses on pivotal issues of the social group to which they belong. 
Secondary gains are of central importance and they include promoting professional knowledge and understanding of gay male sexuality, of sociocultural environment and its influence on gay men, as well as of the effect of gender constructs on sexuality within gay male couples. This knowledge is crucial for psychotherapists to provide adequate counseling services to gay men and gay male couples. 


8. Explain how your proposed study meets criteria for exemption from Institutional Review Board review.

	This study meets criterion #2: research involving the use of…survey procedures in which subjects cannot be identified, and disclosure of the data cannot place subjects at risk of criminal or civil reliability or be damaging in any other way.


I understand Florida Institute of Technology's policy concerning research involving human subjects and I agree:

1.
to accept responsibility for the scientific and ethical conduct of this research study.

2.
to obtain prior approval from the Institutional Review Board before amending or altering the research protocol or implementing changes in the approved consent form.

3.
to immediately report to the IRB any serious adverse reactions and//or unanticipated effects on subjects which may occur as a result of this study.

4.
to complete, on request by the IRB, a Continuation Review Form if the study exceeds its estimated duration.
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